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Beloved Parishioners, 

The current directive of His Grace Bishop Paul on dealing 
with the current COVID-19 Pandemic affecting our nation and the 

world is available at https://domoca.org/10346-2. 
In receiving this directive I reached out to His Grace with the 

following response: 
“I will adhere to the directives to the best of 

my ability however as you say if more than 10 
people come to services I will not turn them 
away.  As you are aware, having been at St. 
John’s, the physical layout of the church is quite 
large, so in theory I could have each attendee 

maintain the prescribed 10 foot social distance (a 
pew apart) and still be able to have 50-60 people 
attend safely.  However I will stress the need for 
minimal attendance the until such time as the 
crisis passes and additional directives from you 
and the Holy Synod are issued.” 

 
 So it is with this in mind, and with the health and safety of 
our faithful in mind, the following parish specific guidelines will be 
taken here at St. John’s. 

1) Only the following services will take place at St. 

John’s over the next couple of weeks: 

a. Great Vespers – March 21st & 28th (Saturday) 

b. Divine Liturgy – March 28th & 29th (Sunday) 

c. Vesper Liturgy (Annunciation to the Theotokos) 

– March 25th 

2) The Sacrament of Confession will still be available 

following Great Vespers (Saturday), or individually 

upon request, in a modified “safe way”. 

https://domoca.org/10346-2
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3) NO social gathers, including Church School, will 

take place in the church building until at least 

after Pascha. 

4) Minimal participation in Liturgical Services, at 

least for the next two weeks as prescribed in 

the diocesan directive, will be encouraged.  

However no one who comes to services will be 

turned away.  However anyone who is feeling ill, 

or is compromised by underlying conditions, 

should refrain from attending services until after 

the threat of the virus has passed or updated 

guidelines from the proper authorities and/or 

church hierarchy are issued!  Additionally please 

refrain from “inviting” non-Orthodox friends to 

attend services for the near future.  Allow the 

worship space available for our Orthodox Faithful! 

5) When attending services the following behaviors 

will be encouraged: 

a. Do not venerate icons by kissing – instead bow 

reverently. 

b. Maintain proper “social distance” in church  (the 

layout of our church building will allow this). 

c. Use the hand sanitizer available at the candle 

desk. 

d. The Eucharist (Holy Communion) will be 

distributed as usual.  During this period 

parishioners are encouraged to approach the 
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Chalice with their mouths wide open and heads 

tilted back, in order to receive the Body and the 

Blood of our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ.  

This gift from God is the medicine of our lives.  

Either we believe that indeed it is the Body and 

the Blood of Christ or we don't.  In the 

Orthodox understanding it is and so the 

Eucharist cannot ever be a vector/method/way 

of illness or death. 

e. Refrain from venerating the Chalice (Following 

receiving the Eucharist) and the Priest’s hand at 

the veneration of the Cross at the dismissal.  

Instead Father will touch you on the head with 

the Cross. 

 
As His Grace Bishop Paul alluded to in his directive, in this 

time of challenge all are encouraged to not neglect our 

stewardship responsibilities to the parish.  The parish still has 
financial obligations (i.e., assessments, utilities, salaries, 
mortgage payments, etc.) in spite of the present crisis.  Please 
remember your beloved parish of St. John’s and remit your 
offering.  Envelopes are in your monthly envelope package to 
send your contributions by mail. 

 
Finally, as future pronouncements are made they will be 
passed on. 

 
The words of St. Paul in his Epistle to the Romans (8:38-39) 
seem especially appropriate at this time: 
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“For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor 
angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present 
nor things to come,  nor height nor depth, nor any 
other created thing, shall be able to separate us from 

the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
With Love in Christ, 
Fr. Andrew 


